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Rubric for Weather Forecasting/Learning objectives and Key vocabulary 
 

INDICATORS JUST STARTING 
Novice  

GETTING THERE 
Apprentice  

YOU’VE MADE IT 
Practitioner  

ABOVE AND BEYOND 
Expert  

Air mass/Fronts 
 
 

Successfully identify air 
masses and their source 
regions from a weather map 
 
Successfully identify fronts 
from  a weather map 

Identify the weather 
conditions prior, during and 
after the  passage of a 
frontal system 
 
Successfully identify all 
types of fronts from a map 
view and a side 
view/profile 
 
Identify the general 
direction the frontal system 
across the US.  Identify the 
general direction of each 
front within the system 

 Explain how the different movement 
of air masses create weather 

 Identify and explain the type of 
weather from different pressure 
systems 

 Explain the arrival, passage and 
current weather condition from frontal 
systems. 

 Explain why frontal system is 
associated with low pressure 

 Identify the types of air masses located 
around a frontal system 

 Identify areas of precipitation on a 
weather map 

 Draw wind patterns around a frontal 
system 

Practitioner Plus 
Thoroughly analyze, explain 
and predict weather from 
histographs, and variety of 
weather maps. 
Successfully calculate the 
speed of frontal system and 
when it will get to certain 
parts of the US  
 

Forecast summary Describe the weather 
conditions in parts of the US 
using vocabulary terms 
from the unit.  >70% of the 
vocabularies are used 
accurately 

Describe weather conditions 
for all three parts of the US 
but does not thoroughly 
explain the science behind 
the conditions 
Predict the upcoming 
weather but does not explain 
the predictions 

 Explain the connections between 
different weather variables 

 Evaluates why certain weather are 
produced from the evidence shown 

 Predict the weather by making 
connections to the content knowledge 
learned (relationship or cause and 
effect of weather variables, airmasses 
and fronts 
 

Practitioner Plus 
Think outside the box and 
creatively summarize beyond 
the requirement  (i.e) 
-Compare to historical data 
-Weather news etc 
-Other factors such as ozone 
level, heat index etc. 
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